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ADBBEiSS. 

Fellow-Citizens— ig (here j„„ch prospect that their state cm 
IVk have assembled (big evening to (urn be greatly meliorated while they shall 
our attention (ownrd the American Colo- continue among us. Could not the rich, 
nizalion Society — to inves'.igate ils claims and benevolent devise some means to 
upon our npprobation and support— to form a colony on some part of tho coast 
learn what it has accomplished and wh:it of Africa^ similar to the one at Siarra Le- 
it may reasonably be cspecled lo accom- one, wiiich mi<^ht gradaalTy induce many 
plish for our own nation — for those on free blacks to go and settle, devising for 
whose behalf more particularly it was them the means of getting there, and of 
formed, and for long neglected and deep- protection and support till ihcy were es- 
ly injured Africa ; and if this Society be lablished ? Could Ihpy be sent back to 
truly deserviiig, to bedlir ourselves in our Africa, a ihrcrfold benefit would arise 
cffoHs lo aid it in its bctievolent enter- Wc should be cleared of ihcm. We 
prises. ' sliould send to Africa a population partly 
in presenting this subject to your no- civilized and christianized for its bonotit ; 
iicej I shall endeavour to furni!»h 3 0U with and our blacks themselves would be put 
f'.cts rather tlian argujuenf. These f;icts in a belter situation." 
it 15 your province to weigh. Eut, if I With the<je benevolent views, Mr. Fin- 
have not mistaken their import, they musf, ley repaired to Washington, where be 
to every reflecting mind, carry; the con- succeeded in enlisting the fceling<3 of sev* 
viction that the plan of Colonizing the cral distinguished men in favour of hh 
free coloured population of (ho United plan, and in organizing a society the 2cth 
States upon the shores of their native of December, 1316.* 
country, is the only pniclicablo plan of After the organization of the Society, 
delivering ourselves from a great and four years were spent in selecting a spot 
growing evil, and of restoring than to the for the future colony, in making preparu- 
privileges and blessings lo which, as men, tions for its settlement, and in securing 
they are entitled. the favourable opinion of (be publick. — 
The American Colonization Society Like every other benevolent instituiion, 
v.-as formed in the winter of ISiG. The the society bad to encounter prejiuiicea 
plan originated wilh the Rev. Robert and opposition. The jealousies of the 
f inley, of Basking Kidge. N. J. The two grand sections of our couritry, the 
following communication of his vieWs and Nortl) and the South, were .-MTiut-d 
feelings in relation lo this momentous sub- against it. In it, the South saw or pre- 
ject, in a letter to a friend, dated Fcbru- tended to see, a Northern scheme lo di- 
ary Mth, 1815, is highly interesting minish their political power, (0 stir up a 
The longer 1 live'' sjiys he, *'lo see spirit of discontent and rebellion among 
the wretchedness of men, the more I ad- their slaves, and thus to compel them to 
mire the virtue of ihose who devise, and put an end lo slavery. Equally jealous, 
wilh patience labour to execute, plans for the North pretended to see in the: society 
the relief of the wretched. On this sub- a scheme of the South to send oif the free 
ject the stnto of ihe free blacks has very bhicks, whose presence and influence 
much occupied my mintl. Their num- u-ilb the slaves were dangerous, in order 
ber increases greatly, nnd their wretch- more easily lo perpetuate slavery, and 
edness too, as appears to me. Every secure themselves against the evils and 
thing connected wilh their Condition, in- dangers arising from oppression. With 
eluding tbejf colour, is against them: nor many, the magnitude of the undoftukfeg 
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wa3 such as to destroy confidence in its 
practicability. Bui confiding in the jus- 
tice of its cause and in the good sense unci 
benevolent feelings of the people, ib'e 
society addressed itself I o tlic work of re- 
moving prejudices; ofdir^arming opposi- 
tion ; of demonstrating the practicability 
of its plans, and of securing the co-opera- 
lion of the p ublick. And how well it has 
«n''i!eede'' in this respect, may be learn- 
ed from tlvG fact Vuut fourteen states have 
tmsscd rtsolij'ions approving the plan of 
tJolonizalion, and that aln:iosi every eccle- 
Btastical body in the United States has 
recommended the society to the patron- 
age of the chcistian community. This is 
no small tciitimony in its favour ; i\m\ 
among its warmest advocates and most 
efficient supporters, are many distinguish- 
ed man, deservedly high in the confidence 
r.nd gifts of the people of the United 
States. 

Itt Decca^ber i02O, the site for the 
Colony al Cape Montscrado was pur- 
chased. From this time '* the efficient 
operations of the society should be da- 
ted," Its efiorts since then have bser» 
prosecuted with a 5f:eal and success, as 
must be confessed by all, heretofore un- 
known in the history of planting colonies. 
What has been done since 1820, I shall 
show in another place. At every step of 
its progress, in its trialii as well as suc- 
cess, the ibstering care of an all wise Pro- 
videac Ij distinctly to be seen, and gives 
assurauci, to all who watch the movings 
of his r^'.ul aa indicative of future designs, 
that tht .;reat and good work of regener- 
ating Africa shall be accomplished. 

The object of the American Coloniza- 
tion Society is. as appears from ita Con- 
stitution, to aid in Colonizing the free 
people of colour^ with their consent, on 
the coast of Africa ; and also such of the 
slaves OS may be manumitted for that 
purpose. As long as the slaves remain in 
that condilicn, the society does not seek 
to interfere with them. To the south it 
says, we interfere not with the question 
of slavery ; we are not the agitators of 
that que.iiion ; but while you are groan- 
ii^gund :f vhc evils of a system winch en- 
tails upon you the presence and support 
of ;m increasing coloured population, we 
offer you a remedy and seek your co-op- 
eration in removing to the Colony in Af- 



rica, all who are willing to colonize, and 
all you will give up to us for that object. 
To the north it says, while you, as well 
as we, deprecate the evils of slavery — « 
while YOU long for the time to come, 
when not a slave shall breathe in these 
United States— aware as you must bf, 
that immediate abolition is, under present 
circumslancef, impracticable, let your 
kindness be shown to the free coloured 
population, and aid u?, in some substantial 
form of benevolence, to do, for them, the 
only thing lr>at promises to be of any ma- 
terial benefit. However widely separa- 
ted on the quci-tlon of slavery— however 
discordant thoir senliinent!* as to the na- 
ture and proper remedy of the evil — the 
North and the South may both cordially 
unite their efforts to secure the benevo- 
lent objects of this sociely — to rescue the 
black from degradation and crime-— to 
raise him to wealth and honour in his na- 
tive land, and to free our counlry from 
what Mr. Madison aptly denominates the 
dreadful calamity which has so Jong af- 
(liclefl our country and filled so many 
u'ith despair. 

Here let me observe, that because 
the society docs not, according to its con- 
stitution, directly interfere w'llh slavery, 
it is said, that liic American Colonization 
Society tends to perpetuate Slavery. — 
This is not true. Its intlucnce on the 
system of Slavery, th6ngh indirect, ne- 
vertheless more powerful thf.n any direct 
influence which, under present circum- 
stances, can be exerted. The society is 
not the advocate of Slavery — nor on the 
other hand is it the opposcr of abolition. 
If the emancipation of the entire Slave 
population of onr country, is ever ef- 
fected, the Society is aware it must bn 
done, by fthowirig to the Shive holder 
that it will be betJer for the Slave to bo 
set free, than to be held in bondage. An 
appeal is to be made to his benevolence 
rather than to his sense of justice. Ma- 
ny who now hold slaves arc benevolent, 
ciiristian men. They feel that their 
Slaves have been thrown upon their 
hands a charge to be maintained, rath- 
er than property. Ttiey believe the re- 
ligion of Jes!)» Christ hind^* ihem to tnko 
care of — to feed and provide for their 
Slaves, instead of sending them out up- 
on the world w fall into temptation and 
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rice. They bare long seen and wept 
over the wretchedness of the free col- 
onred population. They have observed 
the jealousy ivith which the bhick is ro- 
gardcd, and Ihe cruelty ^viih which he 
is every where treated, in the North as 
well as the South. And Ihoy cannot he 
inducetl, wiih such a prospocl before th<'ni 
to lutnaway their shive?, without a home 
or a guardian, to certain poverty and 
wretchedness, if not crime. And v.ho 
can show that tho Go?peI requires thcni 
to do this ? They believe iht-ir slaves lo 
be in belter ciiT.uni-?laace3 than the free 
coloured population. And in many in- 
stance-?, they have good ground for their 
belief. These men are not Che suivoca'es 
of Slavery in the abslract ; t!)ey ncknoul- 
cdgc it to be wrong, L'ut they arc the 
advocates of a benevolent regard on the 
part of the master for (ho welfirc of 
those ndiohave been entrusted to his care. 
If slavery is ever voluntarily abolished 
in our land, men of this character must 
lead the way—And such men can be in* 
tluenced only by this Society ; and over 
theni Ui inQucnce is powertul. They 
cannot resist it without doing violence to 
their owa benevolent feelings. When 
they tarn their attention towards this So- 
ciety, they behold the same benevolent 
rcgaid which they feel for the best in- 
terests of the black man ; Ihcy behold it, 
removing him from the situation in which 
his freedom would, in this land, neces- 
sarily place him, and giving Inm Hbcrly 
and blesaedness in the !:md of his filhcra. 
And they perceive that this society is do- 
ing far more for the Slave than they can 
do for him. In view of thege facts, they 
f^cl the high obligations that bind them 
to give up their Slaves lo be Colonized. 
One thousand of the happy freenjen in 
Liberifi were the Slaves of such mnsters. 
Many more stand ready to do the same. 
And many more will be reaily as the Col- 
ony enlarges and flourishes. In this be- 
oevolent way this society exerts its imla- 
cnce—It proposes not abolition nicrcly, 
but the doing more good to the Slave 
than simply setting him free. By auch 
means Slavery will be rooted out of our 
lauvl, and the most substantial benefits 
will be conferred upon the slave — bene- 
fits worth more than the name of free- 
doruf while the black man is doomed to 



be the dreg-? of society — ^hc wsy lowest 
,^las3 in civilized community. 

The charge then is not true that the 
tendency of this Society is to perpetuate 
Slavery. On the other hand, its tenden- 
cy is lo abolish slavery by the strong 
moral infiuonce it exerts thron<rhit5 kind* 
ness to this degraded class of community. 
Let the abolilionist show them the same 
kindness and ho will bring down upon 
his head the blessing of all good men- 

An interesting er.nairv licre arises— 
Can this society accompUsh \v!uil it pro- 
poses to do ? Does it furnish a well 
grounded hope that it will ever be "able 
to remove the Coloured population of 
our land to the shores of Africa and es- 
tablish them there in llourir^hing Colo- 
nies ?- 

To these question;?, the fiiemli? of Ihs 
Society reply in the anirmativo. As pi- 
oneers in this good work, they intend to 
move forward, till floui i-shinj; Colonics 
shall be established which sljall hold out 
sufficient induceiiients to all who are a- 
blc to defray Ib.eir own expenses thither. 
Nor is the time f:^r distant, when the dif- 
ferent states will seriou-ly lake up this 
matter and mi<ke large appropriations in 
aid of the canse. It is confidently ck- 
pected, there will be no lack j>f llie ne- 
cessary means and lljat every individual 
who desires to emigrate will be aided by 
the general government or by the state 
legislatures, or by the muniiicGace of 
private individuals. 

Some of the mo?t distJngniished men in 
the nation and eflicicnt fricuvis of (lie Col- 
onization Society are looking to the lands 
of the nation as a source from ulnch pecu- 
niary aid may be derived. " Ail tiio Suitej 
in the Union are interested in the remo- 
val of the coloured population and no 
valid objt!Ction can he made tfK»:Tefo.re to 
ap{)ropriating lo Ihia object the revimuc 
derived from the sale of the Public 
Lands. 

** I never considered," savs Mr. I\?ad- 
ison, " the main diiTiculiy of the great 
work 03 lying in the dtdiciency of ctnan- 
cipalions, but in an inadequacy of asy- 
lums, for stjch a growing nja'-s of popula- 
tion anclin the great expense of removing 
it to its new home. With respect to the 
new abode for the emigrants all agree, 
that, the choice made by the society is 
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rendered pocniinrly appropriate hy con- 
sidernlion?, which need not be repeated 
and if odiersiiuntions siioiildnot be found 
cligilde reccptnclcb for a portion of them, 
the pro?pecl3 in Africa seem lo bo ex- 
panding in a higbly encouraging degree. 
Jncontomplaiing the pccuriiitry resources 
needed for the removal of such a num- 
ber lo so great a distance, my thoughts 
and 'lopes have been long turned to the 
rich fund, presented in the western lands 
of the nation, which will soon entirely 
ceri-?e to be under a plcdgo for another 
object. The great one in quesfion is 
truly of a national character, and it is 
known, that distinguished patriots, not 
tiivcliing in Siavo holding Slates, have 
viewed the object in that light and would 
be willing to let the national domain be a 
lesource in clFccting it." 

"The removal/ says Chief .Tuslicc 
Marsliall. '* of our coloured population, 
is, I think, a common object by no means 
confined to the Slave Stales, r.lUiough they 
are more i-nmedia'.elyjnterested in if.— 
The whole union would be strengihencd 
by it ant! relicvGd trom a danger, whose 
cstcnl can scarcciy bo o?!imal,ed. U 
Jcssrns very much, in my estimation the 
objection, in a political view, to the ap- 
plication of this ample fund, that our 
lands arc becoming an object, for which 
the Siales are to fcntmhlo nnd which 
threatens to sow the seeds of discord a- 
mong U5, instCiul of being wh-U they might 
be, a source cf national u ealth,'' 

i>ut wiiiitover constitutional objections 
may be made to apnro[iriatir>g tlje reve- 
nue derived from the s;dc of the public 
lands to the removal of the coloured pop- 
olaljon from our land to the continent of 
Africa, the ditfcrent States have an un- 
tlispuled right to xnuk'?, to this olji^:,t, 
what appropriations they j»1ease. 'j'he 
legislature of Maryland h;H already ap- 
propriated $200,000, and Virginia has 
given $90,000, in aid of colonization.— 
X)ther stales will undoubtedly follow, 05J 
an enlarged seals of munificence. And 
wh«n, by the success of the .sociely's ef- 
fort?, incredulity nkid prejudice shall l)o 
sufficjcntly rebuksd, when the benevo- 
|€t>t and practicable plans of the society 
«ball be more Ihor^'ugbly considered and 
better ander«iood, and when the good it 
promlff^3, sljall begin 4p be reapM, in 



much greater abundance, the whole na- 
tion, it is confidently to be expected, will 
move forward, in one grand conctJntration 
of effort, lo furnish the society with all 
the aid it requires. 

The next enquiry is what has been 
done already by the Society ? 

Jn 1020 the Colony of Liberia was 
established. In it consisted of 140 
inhabi(an(3~-io 1324 of .240— in 1832 of 
£0G1 besides 400 Africans who were re- 
captured and restored to ihcir country, 
at the expense of the United States — the 
population, of the Colony, is now some- 
thing more than 3,000. 
In the short ppace of fourteen years from 
its commencement, a Colony is eslablish- 
cd,containiugmore than 3,000 inhabitants 
oi whom, one thousand are emancipa- 
ted Slaves. A government is formed 
which secures to the Colonists, the right 
of sulfrage, trial by jury and all the priv- 
ileges of a fiee, independent and self go- 
verned people. The native tribes, iti 
the vicinity, arc forming alliances with 
the Colonists and submitting to their laws 
and customs, in preference to their own. 
Sciiools, for the children of the Colony, 
have been established, and flourishing 
churches, of different denomination?, 
have been gathered. The commerce of 
the Colony is thriving and an increasing 
attention to the interests of agriculture, 
ii tnanifosted. 

'* The residents of Liberia," says a 
late writer in the North American Re- 
view, '"^ declare, that a more fertile soil 
and a more productive country, so far as 
it is cultivated, there is not, on the face 
of the earth. Its hills and plains are 
covered with a verdure that never fades-— 
the productions of nature keep on in 
their growth, through all the seasons of 
the year. All the best products of the 
tropick?, with maay others which are fi- 
vourites in temperate countries, flourish, 
either spontane(»nsly or under njinior.ite 
labour. From the testimony of English- 
men wo are Of^sured t!):it ihe"ch;iracicr of 
these industrious colonists is exceedingly 
correct and moral— their minds strongly 
impressed with religious feelings — their 
manners. serious and clecorous, and their 
domestick habits remarkably neat and 
comfortable. A distinguished British na- 
val officer has recently published his coii« 
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viclion, that the succefls which hns atten* 
ihd the American Colony in Africa, is a 
complete proof that such experiments are 
not of n fanciful or impraclicable nature. 
The American negro, unchanged t)y the 
residence of generations in America, has 
proved that, in the native latitude of his 
ancestors, he is for the first tira6, at homo, 
and in the words of the same British offi- 
cer, the complete success of this Colony 
ig a proof that negroes are, by proper 
care and attention, as susceptible of tho 
habits of industry and the improvements 
of social life, as any other race of human 
beings.*' 

The history of thi? colony shows, when 
compared with others,an unexampled suc- 
cess attending the efforts made to estab- 
lish it — less of suffering and of loss of hu- 
man life and a more rapid advancement to 
wealth and greatness. The exports of 
this colony amounted, in 1831, to ^80,9(1 
and in 1832, to gl20,000. Many of the 
colonists have made themselves indepen- 
dently rich. Capt. Abels, of the schooner 
Margaret Mercer, who visited Liberia in 
the winter of 1831 and 1832, states that 
all his expectations, in regard to the as- 
pect of things — the health, harmony, or- 
der, conteatment, industry and general 
prosperity of the Colonists, were more 
than realized. In the town of Blonrovia 
there are about two hundred buildings, 
most of which are good substanli;d houses 
and stores, and some of them handsome, 
spacious, painted and with Venitinn blinds. 
Nothing struck him as more remarkable 
than the great superiority in intclhgenco, 
manners, conversation, dress aud gcnernl 
appearance, in every respect, of the Col- 
onials over tbcir bselhren in America. 
Among all with whom he conversed he 
^id not find a discoT^lented person or hear 
one express a wish to return to America. 
He saw no intemperance nor did he hear 
any one utter a profane word. On Christ- 
mas day, being a minister of t!ie gospel* 
he preached, both in the Methodist and 
Baptist Churches, to full and attentive 
congregations, of from three to four hun- 
dred persons in each. He adds, that he 
knows of no place, where the Sabbath is 
snore respected — that most of the settlers 
are rapidly acquiring wealth and doing 
Ijetter for themselves and children in Li- 
Iberia, than they could do in any other 
pan of the world. 



Any further testimony to the prosperi- 
ty of the colony I need not introduce to 
your notice. If necessary, much moro 
is at hand. Unbelief, distrust, and preju- 
dice must yield to the clearness, impar- 
tinlitv and directness of the testimony giv- 
en by numbers who have visited Liberia 
and seen the things whereof they ntfirm. 

Now let it again be asked what has the 
Colonization Society <lonc ? and the a.n* 
Bwcr is — It has demonstrated beyond 
contrauiclion, the practicubilily of colo- 
nizing the colored population of Ameri- 
ca on the shores of their native country. 
It has placed 3,000 of them in far happi- 
er and better circumstances, than would 
have been their lot if ihey had remained 
in the United States. It has given ihem 
a government founded cii equal rights and 
popular representation, ^vhich they coyid 
not have enjoyed here, l\ has rendered 
ihem ente^pri^;i^g, industrious, contented 
and happy — elevated their character and 
standing and rendered them suscepiible to 
the impression and influence of motives 
which, as thingij are in thi3 nation, they 
would never have felt or reg^irded. Still 
more has it done, in gaining for itself the 
increasing confidence and patronage of an 
enlightened European ;jnd American 
public and in a measure allaying the fears 
of those who saw no hope ofthe bloodless 
deliverance of our country from a great 
and alarming evil. On the coniine/it of 
Africa it has laid the foundation of n vast 
republic, and in the wor.U of Henry 
Ciay, "holds out the brighlening prospect 
of regenerating, civilising and elevnliug to 
happiness, from the lovvest conrliiion of 
human vvrelchedncssv'' fifty millions of 
our fellov/ men. All this it has done and 
much more in the moral influence it is ex- 
erting over all who have witnessed tho 
success of its benevolent CiTorls. 

f come now to the main inquiry — what 
are the benefits to be derived from a luc- 
-cesssful prosecution of the Colonizaticn ef- 
fort ? I answer, 

1st. To our own country it offers khc 
benefits of peace .ind union. 

'i'he more the question of immediate 
abolition of slavery is agitated and press- 
ed at the north, the more is opposition to 
such a measure incjjc'ased at the South. 
Such a result is tj^'ry naturally to Ve ex- 
pected. Immediate abolition is impracti- 
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coble without the consent of UiC South, 
which camiol nt present be ohtaincd by 
persuasion or by force. Too much 
properly, more itii ostinialed Ihnn 500,- 
eOO/iOO of dollars, iaiuvestcd in slavp.s in 
th(} slnvQ holiliivg stalest. This considcr- 
Htion will, n-ilh a mnjority of them, liave 
wciglit and influence. Mon will not or- 
dinarily become bankrupla ;il once, by 
throvvinp; their proporly out of their 
hand^i. The South deniea tbc ri;^ht of tho 
North to meddle, by politicid nclion, ^vith 
the question of sluvery. And the rno- 
menl you lipjjin to render theui bankrupts 
by legisbtlion, th;»t mcmcnt, not a single 
8lMe, but the u holc, will nullity r.ud S8- 
cpdo from the Union. 

The South believes, and who cun ques- 
tion the truth, that n innjority of the 
si ives jire now in a belter condition thnn 
they would hih, if miinunilUcti and suftered 
to remtiiu where t!)ey are. And some, 
thine; else must bo done to convince them 
to t!>e contrary, besides pressing the doty 
of inimediate abolition, regardless of con* 
sequences. Many abolitionists feel the 
force of this consideration and replyi to it, 
th;d they do not uish immediate abolit- 
ion to be effected immediatdij — not till 
it can be done with s.-fety and benefit to 
nil who are concerned. And nothing is 
so eflt'ctnal'y preparing the way of the 
removal of slavery as seehing to elevate 
the charixter and standing of the coloured 
population by removing them where they 
cap be indeed free, not on!}' from thi2 
chains of slavery, but free from the prcs- 
€nce nnd prejudice of a more numerous 
and powerful white population. 

The whites amrthe blacks, in thepro- 
ponioR they exist in the Southern States, 
cannot iive together in n state of freedom* 
From this and the considerations already 
Darned itmu.^l be evident to all who will 
take the pnins to reflect upon them, that 
it is exceedingly dangerous to the welfare 
of our country to \gii;ite the question of 
immsdiate abolition. But can nothing 
therefore be done 1 Shall we fold our 
arms and sit down in despair while the e- 
vil increases and the demand for some 
remedy becomes more urgent 1 

An uniteil and harmonious effort may 
be made through the Colonization Socie- 

by the North and by ihe South, and 
tbo3 the evil, of which both complaio^ 



may, to say the least, be held in chccKt, 
till the time fully arrives for the emanci- 
pating and colon:zin«; in his own country, 
every son of Africa. The jarring inter- 
est«j of the two grand sections of our coun- 
try, so far as slavery is concerii\cd, may 
here harmonize in alTording substantial 
benefit to the whole, to the negro and to 
Atric:*, and the peace and union of these 
United States, now threatened with dan- 
ger from this quarter, may yet be preser- 
ved. 

Two things," fiaya Mr. Gurley, 
"have operated in the Uniied States a» 
gainst cmancipalion. 1. Apprehensions 
on the part of the South, of rash and dan- 
gerous interference from the North. — 
And 2d!y, fears that abolition could not 
be eifectcd without producing greater e- 
vils than slavery itself. By the Coloniza- 
tion Society bolh the obstacles have, in a 
great measure, been removed." 

Before the abolition of slavery can be 
consummated, the consent of the South is 
to be obtained. In the Colonization soci- 
ety is to be found the least objentionabla 
plan which has yet been devised to pro- 
mote abolition — For this reason and be- 
cause of the good they see it conferring 
upon the coloured population, the Soulh 
is generally disposed to adopt it. No 
plan of emancipation can receive their 
sanction which proposes to leave their 
slaves among them to be led into crime 
and to endanger their safety. By remo- 
ving their colored population to Africa 
and there placing them in a situation to 
enjoy liberty — to rise above their present 
depressed and abject condition-~to feel 
the motives which prompt to honorable 
action and the inducements to sober, in* 
dustrious and virtuous living, completely 
takes awny all fears of greater evils ari- 
sin;5 from abolition than siaivery itself. 

Eenevolence toward the colored popu- 
lation—its promise of good to Africa — its 
immense mora! influence on the system 
of s}avery~~and its adoption by the south 
are so many reasons why the north should 
approve of ami sustain the ColoniZiilioo 
society. Every obstacle to emancipation 
will then be removed. Mutual confidence 
will thus be created and mutual aid affor- 
ded in removing an evi? which presses i 
heavily upon our cotnruon country. j 

How very naturally might ail partie* | 
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turn to the ColoniifJtion Societj and be- 
hold, ill itsnoiselefid yet onward course, 
— effecting grrtduuily yet certainly, what 
all desire to hnvc accomplished, the har- 
binger of undialurbed peace and prosperity 
io our Union. Even the udvocato of im- 
mediate abolition .anight, in this society, 
find sufficient room to show the cKpim- 
siveoess of that benevolence he professes 
to feel toword his fellow man in bondage. 
And while here laboaring he might Und, 
what he is now slow to admit, that nothing 
tends so powerfully to promote the eman- 
cipation he demands as showing to the 
slave holder that benevolence and justice 
both require of him to restore to liberty 
and happiness in his own native land, the 
slave in whoso welfare he professes to 
be socleoply interested. In the Amer- 
ican Colonization Society nn invito- 
tion to peaceful concert is furnished to 
men of all partios and all creeds, who feel 
for the poor and despised, who can re- 
joice in the peace and prosperity of our 
beloved country and who have benevo- 
lence enough to do one good deed for 
the salvation of the fifty millions of Africa. 

This is the attitude in \vhich this so- 
ciety stands in relation to our country, 
mediating between the contending inte- 
rests, so far as slavery is concerned, of 
the North and the South, and uniting in 
one common ^(Fort, the benevolence of 
both. It is the pledge of mutual confi- 
dence ; it rebukes the spirit of discord— • 
while under the auspices of a benignant 
Providence, bearing in its hand the olive 
branch of peace, it goes steadily and pa- 
tiently forward in the work of our. own 
and Afriea's redemption. 

2. To the free black who is willing to 
colonize, the society offers a home in his 
own Dative land, and civil and social ad- 
vantages which he cannot ever expect to 
enjoy in this country. The extent of 
this benefit can scarcely be estimated. 

In the United States we have a popu- 
lation of . "^00,000 frGs blacks, with an an- 
nual increase of from six to seven thousand. 
As a class they are of little benefit to the 
productive wealth of the country— pro-- 
scribed by the antipathy every where to 
ba found to the race— -the fruitful source 
of vice and crime— the prey of an untold 
amount of wretchedness— proverbially 
degraded— indolent jmd improvident — 



lost, by ihei^ very situation io society, by 
the estimation 'm which tboy are univer* 
sally held, to the higher inducements to 
virtue and sobriety which influence the 
white man, and without one checing hope 
of ever arisingHo an equality i^vith him, 
civilly or socially. What can tbey do? 
Nothing short of complete citi/eoship 
will ever elevate ihem ; and thig, go ne- 
cessary, so indispensable to their ©leva* 
tion, tbey never can have in America. 
If it be given them by law^ publick senti- 
ment is stronger than law and will with" 
hold it fi'om them. It is only in amalga" 
mation that any hope of their citizenship 
can be reposed ; and thai this ever ought 
to, or can or will be effected, < know of 
no respectabl.-; man who seriously be- 
lieves. A mightier, more wonderful 
change than has ever yet occurred, must 
take place before two races of men, sepa- 
rated so widely by feature and colour and 
other things, will amalgamate into onei 

It is elsewhere then that out free col- 
oured population mast seek the advance- 
ment of their degraded condition — ^where 
they can be free indeed — be eligible to 
office — administer the affairs of their own 
government — become citizens, rulers, le- 
gislators—lhe guardians, the conservotors 
of their own rights, uasurrounded by the 
presence of a population icoBStantly re- 
minding thear of their servnude aa^ dcg* 
radation. 

Lest this should be? doubted by any 
who have not duly considered the 
facts in the case, let us look a little more 
in detail at the coijdi tion of the free peo- 
ple of colour ;tb*oughout the United 
Sfates. 

It is well kn'own that the blaclcs ere 
generally considered as bcIoogiBg to the. . 
very lovvest ckss in society, coD^Ntin^i^g : 
a distinct and separate peopW 1^^^ ^ 
which the feelings and pr^judke» Ojf^ tfee 
white population are arrayed. ^afSetenf 
is it for us Va know that this M been a&d 
is at prefient the case ; arfliiSfen it will 
be otherwise we have so meaQS of fore- 
tellingr The preseat furDisben is* with 
no very fiivourab%^|c^l(GDs of a iiltange 
for the better.^^^p^tffeple of btacvo- 
lenca binds jfiia^^^ake them cur compaa* 
ions and a^ociafes— -to raise thenj to posts 
of hoRMiiy^ oSices of trast-— to engage 
theia ifgl^ofessioajil services, or to sma!- 
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gnmate with Ihcm in Ihe vnrious relations 
of life. Their employments— their as- 
sociations — their situation in society, their 
habits and colour — every thing is against 
thern. 

*' It is the settled policy of my own na- 
tive state,'' says Gerrit Smith, of Peter- 
borough, in one of his late speeches, to 
keep this people vile by withholding from 
them every inducemc^it to well-doing. 
We make even the gift of freedom a 
mock<i?ry." 

The Rev. Mr. Brcckenridge, of Bal- 
timore observes — " the free people of 
colour must go away or perish. If any one 
doMbtd this, let him came to Baltimore 
and r will gho>v it to him. There he will 
(•nd, that our lawyers will not admit a 
coloured man to the bar, nor oar drug- 
gists to their profession. Our hack stauds 
show few men of colour. Even our dray- 
men are nearly ail tvhite. We exclude 
the coloured man from every employ- 
ment in which men can rise. And they 
are there perishing for the want of daily 
food." 

" In almost every state in the Union, 
the coloured people are subject to legal 
disabilities, more or less severe." A 
law of Louisiana prevents the introduc- 
tion of free people of colour into that 
sUte. A gentleman of that state recently 
petitioned the legislature for permission to 
educate his slaves on his giving bond and 
security to send them out of the state in 
three years. His request was denied. 

The Wilberforce colony in Canada, 
whose agent has been among us soliciting 
aid, was originally expelled from Virgin- 
ia, and subsequently from Ohio, by a law 
which required each individual to give 
five hundred dollars security for good be- 
haviour, and his not becoming a charge to 
the state. In Canada they are regarded 
with jealousy. 

A free colomed person who enters 
Korlh Carolina is subjected to a line of 
^500, and if the fine be not paid, he ia 
gold as a slave. Georgia will not suffer 
a free coloured person to cotne within 
her territory, and Maryland and the slave 
holding states generally, require the re- 
movalofthe slave as the condition of his 
emancipation. 

In view of these facts, however deep- 
ly to be deplored, I ask' again, -what can 



the free peoplo of colour do ? With all 
this weight of law and prejudice against 
them, they cannot rise. The wonder in 
why they are not sunk immeasurably low- 
er than they are. 

The Society ofiers thera a home wher® 
they will not feel theMe untoward circum- 
stances and embarrassments.^ — ^" Every 
thing there will strengthen their fiicultieb, 
kindle their invention, and arouse their 
aouls to action." With a prospect of suc- 
cess, they may there aim at the highest 
honours and firnjoy the civil and social 
advantages which prompt to effort and 
foster enterprise, virtue, industry and all 
the noble feelings in Ihc nature of man. 
Every Christian, Philanthropist and Pat- 
triot in the land should second the efforts 
of the Society thus to elevate and estob* 
lish them. There is no benevolence like 
this, which the Society oflers to the ne- 
gro. In this land every prospect of sur- 
mounting the obstacles in the way of bit 
advancement, is forever destroyed. But 
in his own land he may rise, and under 
the impulses to which his heart is now 
dead, the powers that lie crushed and bu- 
ried in him, will be developed in eleva- 
ting himself to honour and happiness. 

3. Another benefit to be derived from 
a successful prosecution of the Coloniza- 
tion effort, 13 the removing a great moral 
and political evil. 

In the United States there are two 
millions of slaves, with an annual increase 
of sixty thousand. Slavery is an evil, 
and will soon come to an end, in the re- 
moval or destruction of the slave. In a 
short time there will be as many slaves 
as can be profitably employed in labour 
at the south. What shall be done with 
the increase '? Who will consent to their 
occupying the fertile regions of the west 
to Ihe exclusion of our own children and 
decendnnts ? In some form or other, un- 
less this portion of our population be re- 
moved, these United States are dcomed 
to suffer. And it is to be feared that ex- 
tinction is the only alternative for the 
colored population, if their removal be 
not effected. 

Emancipation furnishes no remedy for 
the evil. Emancipate all the slaves in 
pur land and they only remain to multi- 
ply and eventually to be destroyed or to 
ineit away like snow before the insreasin* 
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aambprj ant! strenglb of the while popu- 
laiion. From coiiaulerations already rnen- 
lioned, they are irrevocably doomed to 
be a distinct and degraded people uhilo 
they remain here* You will not marry 
them to your sons and daughters ; you 
will not give them seats in your haUa 
of legislation. You will not make them 
commanders of your armies and navies. 
You will not invite thera to the bed side 
of sickness as practitioners of the healing 
art and what motive have they to induce 
them to remain in this land where they 
are looked upon as strangers and aliens, or 
to look forward to the posts of honor or 
offices of trust in which they are not suff- 
ered to hear a part ? 

For this evil there is only one reme- 
dy as yet devised, and that remedy is col- 
onization. The African can have no cer- 
tain abiding place in this land. What 
mighty nations have wasted piecemeal 
before the onward march of this nation to 
occupy the land in .all its length and 
breadth. And can the black man expect 
sny thing better ? Benevolence itself ur- 
ges us forward in the good work of prepa- 
ring a home for the oppressed where he 
may go free, and of furnishing the 
means to remove him there. And the 
sooner this is done will our debt to Africa 
be discharged and Qurselves be ready to 
sit down under the grateful reflection of 
having done our duty. 

The Colonization Society has already 
prosecuted its benevolent object so far aa 
it has been enabled by the money placed 
within its control. It has demonstrated 
the wisdom of the plan of Colonisation. 
''Thousands are looking to it as the only 
hope of our country and of Africa. The 
report of his brethren's prosperity in the 
land of their fathers, has reached the ears 
of the elav© ; new expectations and impul- 
ses fill his heart, and he longs for his 
fetters to drop, that he may join them. 
And many are the masters now waiting for 
the means to send them to Liberia, when 
the glad word fihall be uttered, "go and 
the bleissing of Israel's God go with you.'* 
Who in the love of our country and of 
the African, and of our God, will aid in 
furnishing the means ? 

Do you ask if the evil be so great and 
the demand for a remedy be so urgent, 
why our legislators do not interfere ? Who 



are our legislators ? They nre only our 
Bcrvantfl. They legislate to please us. 
The patriotism of which they boast, is 
nothing but their obedience to our will. 
In this, as in every other matter, we must 
go before them. When it is the people's 
wish, ten thousand patriots will arise to 
plead the cause of the negro and of our 
country, and every treasury in our laud 
will open, of its own accord, to furnish thfe 
means of sending the African to his home.. 

The Colonization effort demands our aid 
on grounds which cannot be disregarded 
without doing violence to our consciences. 
It appeals to us, as Philanthropists, as 
Christians, as Patriots. It calls upoa us 
as citizens of these United Slates, as the 
wellwiahers of every b^ing who bears 
the form of man, to go forward in this 
benevolent enterprise. And if there be 
any one object more worthy of the 
prayers of Christians than another, it is 
this, so intimately connected with tho 
temporal and eternal welfare of unnumber- 
ed millions, born and unborn. 

4. Another benefit to be derived from 
the successful prosecution of the Coloni- 
zation effort, is the suppression of the 
filave trade. 

Much has been done by human legisla- 
tion to suppress the traffic in slaves. The 
shores of Africa have been guarded and 
watched by fleets. But these efforts have 
failed to suppress it. For several years 
iOO„000 slaves have been annually carri- 
ed away from Africa. 

Already, by the establishment of Colo- 
nies, has the trade been arrested along 
the coast for about two hundred miles. 
'^Experience incontestibly establishes the 
fact that no other mode will stop this in- 
human traffic. Do you desire it should 
be terminated ? Are your feelings shock- 
ed that so many humao beings prijma- 
turely suffer the most excriactatiog death 
by being crowded inio slave ships ? or do 
you revolt at the idea that the survivors 
are to waste their lives in bondf?ge ? If 
so, enlist under the banners of the Colo- 
nization Society, and you will effectually 
put a slop 10 the repetition of these cruel- 
ties.'' 

Upon this part of tha subject I need 
not dilate. Slavers dare not approach the 
colonies for the purpose of this oefarious 
traffic. Those engniged in such busicess 



•eek concealraeot. Besicki, tho traflk the colonJsUi alrewciy exert over the na- 

carried en between the colonists and the tire tribes in their vicinity. Such facia 

natives, enables the latter to purchase tho prove that the natives not only can bul 

articles for which they formerly exchan- will be civiiizctJ. ** They already begio 

ged their fellow man. The same temp- to perceive, that it is civilization and tho 

tations will nq longer exist to tjell to the blessings of religion that give superiority 

Blaver their .children and friends, as well to nian over his fellow man. They bad 

as the enemies they capture in war. The supposed it was the white skin ; but now 

Boil of Africa is ahuadantly fertile, and they ace, in (heir neighborhood, men of 

its rich products, together with those of their own color, enjoying all the advan- 

i is forests, may be exchanged for any ar- tages, hilheJ to peculiar to the former, 

tide of foreign product or manufacture This has elicited a spirit of inquiry 

which may be iu demand among them.— which must lend to Iheir benefit. The 

The slaver took the advantage of their Philanthropist in;iy iiniicipatc the day, 

degradation ; first tempted their cupidity, when our l.ui{i;u;ige and our religion will 

and refused every thing in exchange but spread oyer this now benighted land,— * 

living ftesh and blood. Open another The very spot, where now exists a free 

and better mat:ket, and the common feel- people, wa? a depot for the receptioa of 

jogs of humanity will restrain even the manacled shivee," 

benighted African from the unnatural apd When tribes of natives come and pay 

accursed traffick. willing homage to civilization, depend 

There another thing which has great upon it, the work with them is commen* 
Mifluence ia suppressing the slave trade, ced and will be finished with proper ef- 
Several of the chiefs and tribes of the na- fort and care, ia their travels around 
tires have put themselves under the care the world, science gind learning started 
and protection of the Colonists, and they from Africa, and they will there agaii|i 
deem it no small privilege to be permitted find q home. The dark clqud that now, 
to bear the name of Americans. Many hangs over Africa — poor degraded na4 
of the native tribes are anxious that CoI« despised Africa, will ere Ipng be dJspeU 
pnies may be planted and sustained in led, and the sun of'science will shine upf 
their territories; and of their own accord, en her. bright ea upon Egypt of old, and 
they come to have their disputes adjusted blessings of ciyilized life will cluster 
in the courts of justice of the Colonists, around every abode of man throughout 
volanlarily prefering a decision there M*" *vide extent- 
made to the adjustment of their differen- The ways of God are often mysteri- 
ces by their own laws and usages. In p"^. He alone can tell for \vhat sin 1^ 
this way they learn justice— obtain knowl- is that his judgments ha^e fallen so se- 
edge of the principles of equity, exercise verely upon that fated land. ^\it who 
humanity, become civilized, and thus an cannot see his wisdom in the movements 
effectual barrier is reared against this in- which are now going forward. Africa 19 
iqnitQUS, this horrid traffick. J» christianized and her own sons are 

Were this the only benefit to be de- chosen means of bearing them the 

rived from the successful prosecution of gospel in their return from the hoi^e of 

the Colonization effort, this society is bondage. The tiiimate of many parts of 

deserving of the cordial support of ev- Africa is fatal to the white man. To the 

ery individual. — What v/retchcdness,-— African it is not and he is to be the choseq 

what misery, what appalling scenes of messenger of Christ, the bearer of ths 

distress will it not prevent 2 How many glad tidings of great joy to his breth- 

thousands tvill it gave annually from ren. 

deathj or from sufferings and servitude A writer in the Repository for Septem- 

more bitter than death ? berlast, observes that *'the restoration 

5. Another benefit to be derived from and establishment of her own children a3 

a successful prosecution of the coloniza- instructed and religious communities, on 

tion effort is the civilizing and chris- her shores, promises more for the civiliz- 

tianizing pf Africa. ing and christianizing of Africa than any 

1 have alluded to the influence which other means that can be devised. They 



can enjoy health bcDeath her verUcalsun. Ja supporting the Colonization Socle- 
No physical distinction forbids tljeiramfil- ty, we ore foliowing the le<})flins(3 ofdi- 
gamntion with her tribes. All the pro- vine providence in the gre.it work of 
(Juct3 of her soil and of her rivers, and all civih'zing and ev;ingcli«ing' Africn, We 
the iveallhofher mines, wait for their pos- are giving our countenance to the most 
session. No superior or more no»verfnS effeclual means of suppressing the slave 
race is there to be dreaded ; no hand of trade. We aid in the removal of a great 
violence stretched out to rob them of the moral and political evil from our country, 
blessings of a merciful providence. They and one too, which is increasing at a fear- 
go there to be the unmolested dispensers ful rate. We are conferring upon the 
of good to their brethren nnd to find their free colored population of our country, 
present duty identified with their present the moat subslanlial benefits in providing 
interests. They go to heal the wounds for them a home, where they may be free 
of humanity — to imparl courage to the ti- and happy. — And we are aiding powerful- 
mid and hope to the disconsolate — to raise ly in the preservation of the peace and 
up the fdlen, and speak of mercy to the union of the beloved country in whose 
distressed— -to enlighteu the dark minded, welfare we are all most deeply interest- 
and to sound out the trumpet notes of sal- ed. 

vation over the desert and waste places of Objections have been made to the Col- 
human life. They go to unchain millions onization society thai it lends f,o perpet- 
of souls fettered in the bondaga of death uate slavery — is and must be expensive 
and to bring them into the glorious liberty in its operations while the good it accom* 
of the children of God.'* plishes is limited—that the plan of colo- 

In this benefit conferred upon i\fjrica, nizing is attended with great loss of life» 

ibis society commends itself to erery mars and that it degrades the negro and sorvci 

ofbenevolenccp Who can suffer his mind to increase the difificuUy ofhisamalga* 

to dwell oa the condition of the fifty mil- malion with the whites, 

lions of benighted pagans on that continent But these objections are of little weight 

without God and without hope in the when duly considered nnd compared with 

world,'* and notfeelthe obligations rest* the facts in the case. To the Ist objec- 

iag upon him to send them the gospel. — tion it may be replied, that instead of per- 

And I see no way in which 4his is to be petuating sslavery^this society, by dem** 

done but the one proposed by this socie- onslrating the practicability of planting 

ty. Several of our fellow citizens have colonies on the coasts of Africa and by 

already fallen victims to the climate of Af- the moral influence of it<3 humane and 

rica,— and thousands must fall bpfore the benevolent ellorts and principles, is ex- 

work !9 accom^ished, if it depend upon erting a powerful influence in fiwcv of 

missionaries of our own nation and color, emancipation. The good it has already 

But let colonies be established and from accomplished, is incalculably great — one 

them will be constantly issuing forth, men thirff of the population of Liberia have 

who love Qo6f to intermarry and amalgo- beep set free through the influence of 

mate with the natives, and to preaqh the colonization. And when the means for 

Gosnel to those who sit **in the region their removal shall be furnished, many 

and shadow of death," Upon colonists, stand ready to emancipate their slaves, 

and those who fhroiigh their efforts shall The duty of liberating iheir slaves was 

become preachers, does the great wmrk never pressed so powerfully on the con-» 

evangelizing Africa depend. And one k science of the slave holder as it is done 

almost constrained to believe that God through the operations of this society.— • 

has permitted the African to be sold in- Mow trifling then, as it appears to me, is 

to bondage, that, on his return to the this objection, 

land of his fathers, he may carry back To the 2d objection if may be replied, 

with him to the many millions of his that no one ean doubt it will require the 

brethren, the freedom of the gospel«»~ expenditure of much monej' to remove 

the liberty of JestJs Christ and that two and a half millions of people to Lilje- 

he has permitted this as the wisest and ria. But the sum is too small to be raen-» 

^est me8'.>s of poDyerting Africa to hiiDself. tioned in comparison with the ability of 
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these Uunited States. And the time can* 
not be very fur distant, when the emi- 
grants from this country to Africa will 
gladly, to the extent of their ability, de- 
fray their own expenses. We owe to 
Africn n nationnl debt to the amount of all 
it will cof«t to send back her sons, and by 
its payment, tiia wealth of our nation will 
be a thousand told increased. A nation 
of ihe wealth and resources cf ours should 
blush to talk of the expense of sending 
two and a hrdf millions of people to Afri- 
ca. It will soon cost incalculably more 
to maintain them here than it will now to 
remove them. 

In relation to the loss of human life 
attendant upon efforts to colonize in Afri- 
ca, it has already been remarked to be 
very small. Acclimation is very easy, 
especially to tiouthern constitutions.' — 
We expect that many will die in the ear- 
ly settlement of a country. Many parts 
of this state have suffered as much if not 
more from sickness, in their first settle- 
ment, than the colony of Liberia. And 
a comparison of the loss of life and the 
expense attending the first settlement of 
this country and that of Liberia is decid- 
edly in favor of the latter. Mr. Freling- 
huysen, in one of his late speeches, 4bu9 
contrasts the colony of Liberia with the 
first settlement of Virginia. '* The lat- 
ter was settled in May. 1607, and before 
September, fifty had perished, and tbeir 
number was reduced to thirty eight. In 
1609 they ^ere reinforced to the number 
of five hundred. In six months they 
were reduced to sixty. Again reinforced 
in 1622, three hundred and forty seven 
were destroyed by the savages. Of nine 
thousand souls sent out, only eighteen 
hundred at this time remained. lo fifteen 
years, seven thousand and two hundred 
were lo^t. Aad yet Liberia, in twelve 
years, cheered by no foy<il favor and 
sustained by no governmental patronage, 
progressing amid obloquy and scorn and 
indifference, now numbers more than 
three thousand happy and redeemed souls 
who there enjoy the privileges and hopes 
of freemen." 

The objection to the society that it 
degrades the negro, is, like ail others', 
without much force. The negro is as 
degraded as be can well be, by causes 

which this society is not responsible. 



This degradation the aociety pleads a« «n 
insuperable obstacle in the way of hi« 
advancement here. This is the surn and 
eubstance of its offending* And what can 
be done for the negro likely to change bin 
condition for the better short of a remov- 
al to Africa ? " You may call him free, 
— you may protect his rights by legisla- 
tion — you may invoke the spirit of hu- 
manity and of christian benevolence to 
bless him— but still he is degraded. A 
thousand malignant infiuences around him 
are conspiring to wither all that is manly 
and noble in his nature,'' While he re- 
m;uns in this country, these causes will 
operate lo his disadvantage. Instead 
then of degrading him, this society fur- 
nishes the onl}i rational prospect of eleva- 
ting his character and restoring him to 
happiness and honor. 

In whatever light we view this society, 
we find it commending itself to our cordi- 
al support. And if that support be com- 
mensurate with the interest which, iu 
view of the facts before us, we cannot 
but feel as christians, as patriots, and 
philanthropists, it will not be in vain that 
the appeal is now made. By coming no- 
bly forward to sustain the society, let us 
testify the interest we feel in the welfare 
ofour country, in the good to be confer- 
red upon our colored population and in 
the civil and religious prosperity we seek 
to give to the fifty millions of the conti- 
nent of Africa. 

Let me close this address in the lan- 
guage of the colonists contained in their 
circular lo their brethren in the United 
States. *' It is the topic of our weekly 
and daily thanksgiving to God, that we 
were ever conducted by his providence 
to this shore. Such great favors, in so 
short a time and mixed with io few trials, 
are to be ascribed to nothing but his spe- 
cial blessing. We only want the grati- 
tude v.hich such signal favors call for.— 
Men may theorize and speculate in Amer- 
ica about the plans of the American Col- 
onization Society, but there is no specu- 
lation here. Thn cheerful abodes of 
civilization and happiness scattered over 
this verdant mountain—the flourishing 
settlements which pre spreading around 
it—the sound of Christian instruction and 
scenes of Christian worship which are 
heard and seen in this land of brooding 



|iagan darkne«j — -a thoufiaxid contented 
freemen, united in forming a new Chris- 
tien empire, happy thjemselvcs and io- 
ctruments of happiness to others-^every 



object— every indiWdiml is m argument, 
is demonstration of the nrisdom nad good- 
ness of the plan of coionization." 



Extracts from a Revieixi of Jlnti-Shvery Ftiblicationsy and defence of th Coloni' 
zaiion Society. — By Hon. Theodork FftELiNOHuysEN* 



" Let us calmly examine the scheme 
in its simplicity and singleness of purpose. 
It proposea to colonize, with their own 
consent, the free people of colour. It is 
addressed, then, exclusively to the free ; 
and our siatcs abound with such. Hold- 
ing no right or power of constraint, the 
Society offers its patronage and protec- 
tion to all who may be willing to accept 
ofihese benefits, and emigrate to Liberia. 
Now, in the light of truth and Christian 
principles, is there a feature of such a 
plan, that should expose it to the charge 
of cruelty or oppression ? Suppose the 
experiment were yet untried ; might it 
not fairly put in its claims among the 
thousand adventures,, to which benevo- 
lence, commerce and science prompt, 
in this day of enterprise ? But it has 
been tried^-to the satisfaction, content- 
ment, and happiness of uany hundreds 
of coloured men. And there are strong 
reasons which should persuade this peo- 
ple gladly to embrace the offer. How- 
ever much we may condemn it, the fact 
is, that the free blacks in this country are 
in a degraded condition. They are a de- 
pressed and separate race ; excluded 
from the privileges of freemen. They 
enjoy no share pf our political, and but a 
small part of our social privileges. We 
have seen these causes in constant ope- 
ration for many years ; and however we 
may and ought to deplore it, yet the de- 
pression exists, and the lines of separa- 
tion are as detp and a& palpable as ev- 
er.'' 

In this distinci; community, the dem- 
onstration has? been made, that the Afri- 
can is equal to the duties of a freeman. — 
His mind expands, as his condition im- 
proves. This settlement pleads the cause 
of freedom with strong and constant em- 
phasis. Us first effect is, to draw forth 
our sympathies for the black man, not a? 



heretofore, and for long generations, a 
poor, oppressed and diegraded being; but 
as the elevated citizen of a government, 
free as our own, favoured as our own, 
and by the blessing of God, destined to 
become as populous and great. These 
sympathies extend themselves over the 
whole race. Liberia stands the repre- 
sentative of all her people. The most 
wretched tribe in Africa is raised to a 
more hopeful condition by this relation. 
The coloured man, over the whole earth, 
is reached by this elevating fellowship." 

Nor is this all : scope is here afford- 
ed for an interesting comparison. Tho 
mind will trace it, and mark the contrast 
between the African at Liberia and his 
brother among ourselves. The master 
of slaves will almost unconsciously fail 
into a train of reflection, that will strik- 
ingly distinguish between the abject be- 
ing under his dominion, and his more fa- 
voured kinsman on the coast of Africa. 
And the plea will be heard and respect- 
ed—'* if the simple process of coloniz-i- 
lion thus brings out the long neglected 
functions of my fellow man, if I can tha«i 
enlarge his capacities for usefulness and 
happiness; wherefore shall I detain him 
from such exalted destiny ? If I can thus 
add to the stocK of human blessings : jus- 
lice, reason and conscience persuade me, 
that I should delight in the occasion.'*-— 
And such has been its silent operation. 
Emancipation has followed closely in the 
steps of this enterprise. Maryland, Vir- 
ginia, Kentucky, and Tennessee, all of 
them slave- holding states, have by deci- 
ded manifestations of public sentiment 
commended and approved of the plans 
and objects of the Colonization Socie- 
ty.'^ 

Moreover, the degraded condition of 
this people in their own country, has 
heretoforo been one of the paJliativos em- 



ployed to countenance the eiiatoncet of Tor the first time directed lit coDcarfi (o- 
slavery. A.jd it is oftoo urf^cd, with great wards tliia uuhappy people, wjd was 
truth and elfeUt. Many of the Africani seeking for the tno«t effect Qnfffmcy^^a 
are, probably* iiDproved by their traDsIa- tentare to BtfBrm, that nmorig itff eii\rli(?st 
tioii to th« fiiodcare of butnano and gen- measures, would be that of a christian 
«rou3 niaaters. *jChc resuU* of the Col- seltleractiit nmopg them, and cllv 
ony, ?n.v3 fihoro ' this ap(i»|og| of all ita one of Ihctr o#'n colour and Jtiddred.— 
iitrength. We no longer look upon Afri- Sucb a'Comal4»ity» phictcd in the neigh- 
c« as one unbrolten niaas of ignorance bourhood oftjfllgntttt'iint race, and enhib. 
ami wrctchedG«»?ts. There are green ifiing before tlnftoa all the civil, religious 
spots that deliubt and refresh the eye of and social dutks and relations, in full sub- 
Philanthropy ; taXiii this Cobny is one of sistence and operation, will exert a naora! 
theic,** influence in extent and duration beyond 
*♦ These takeaway the reproach of her our calculations. It opens 9 perennial 
dei<Ml}st<(tje0», and raise an argument for fountain, that will nend forth a thousand 



her oppressed children, that will b$ h;9ard 
and bfrfjdfiid'to the ends of the eanb.* — 
The proprietor of «3avea can no longer 



streams of salvation. These will strike 
their channels into c?ery fainiahing waste, 
will make giad the wMdernesst, aod cause 



con^ppse his occasional disquietude, by the deserts to S5ng for joy.'' 

lb*t * wb!c: preterit, that it fare* better •* Liberia sustains theie hopeful rela- 

wiJlifitis sl<'vtf5s, thfjn it couid at home.-— tions, aad justifies nlf these animating 

Tha C^iotty corrects hi« erroneous esti- prospects. Much has af^eady been done. 

mj>" Ii spreads bo^bjre him all its rich The native tribes \o6k m and winder.— 

bie:-:nj;s 5; point* biiSf to » wxll ordered They behold their coontry men enjoying 

sotit iv, to its hJU cf legislation, its seats all the blessings of the most favoured na- 

ofj'»<lgn?ont, aad iu ter*..p?r^s of worship, tion. They may not at once apprehend 

all lii'^-'Li by redeemed capdveSf rejoicing the cause of the ditTcronce ; but they see 

in iueir privi}e|:^«!. If inyite,^ hirntolook it, and feel it, and will very soon learn 
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extending Jhe rCaSCuj «uu t<£«cii il to uLliera. 
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coiTimerce, opoi> ii» peacsful and hallow- reporl of the coleny will travel fof tli from 
ed S.ibbnth*, tsnd its internrd tranquility ; tribe to tril>6< waktog up the sympathh;^ 



and persuades him, v> iih an energy that 
fio motiv' ^ evt'r co\>.''.\ before, to turn 
over a ne w page on ihls subject These 
considerotif^ns have often prevailed with 
the owners of slaves. Thev regard the 
qnnslion not, as hfjretcfore, in the light 
of domsfuon and property, but in the re- 
lations whivh mar? sustains to his fellow 
man/' 

*' Before v^'C-. concln Je this ] apnr, we 
beg a moment's fanher altcntsou to the 
probable ini^uencc oflhecr/lony upon the 
native tribes of Africa. And here the 
subject rises to on eleVtTtion find tnkes 
hold of interests, that might weii engage 
an angel's thought. A whole continerst 
of sixty millions of immortal beings, sunk 
in ignorance and sin, sends up a cry for 
redemption* If philandiropy had now 



of a long nefgjeetcd and forsaken people. 
Her cgasfiS will foon be lined by Chris- 
tian scttliements, which will gradually io- 
vade the interior regions of darkness an 1 
pollution. The African missionary fron^ 
Liberia, will meet hU Cliristlaa broib.e? 
from the Cape of Goed Hope, and they 
will «5irtgle in prayer and praise together. 
The hght will spread from moaatnin to 
valley, and fiom ri^er 
siccp of ages shall be 
of salvation fill the cl 
and regenerated coi 
Africa's first tribute 'bi:pf$0& mt^io 
God, the gracious giv«r fil''^ tlvNt«toer' 
cies ; and nest, will the blessing of many 
rendy to perish come upon the Coloniza- 
tion Society.'' 




